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AtitFNnMKNTS TO T HE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
l.tCun^ntly Amended) A system for unified mail routing and sender notification of 
intermixed mailpieces including letters and flat mail, the system comprising; 

a mailpiece feeder to individually feed a plurality of intermixed mailpieces. each of the 
plurality of intermixed mailpieces having separate receiver location address indicators, sender 
return address indicators, and sender notification indicators positioned on each mailpiece; 

a mailpiece transporter positioned adjacent the maUpiece feeder to receive each of the 
phirality of mailpieces fiom the mailpiece feeder and transport each therefrom along a 

predetermmed path of travel; 

a mailpiece scanner positioned downstream from the mailpiece feeder and adjacent the 
mailpiece transporter along the path of travel of the plurality of mailpieces to scan the separate 
receiver location address indicators, sender rewm address indicators, and sender notification 
indicators of each of the plurality of intermixed mailpieces to thereby create a single-scan image 
of address indicators and notification indicator data for each corresponding mailpiece; 

a mailpiece labeler positioned downstream from the mailpiece scanner and adjacent the 
mailpiece transporter along the path of travel of the plurality of mailpieces to label each of the 
plurality of mailpieces with a preselected routing indicator; 

a process controller in cominunication with the mailpiece scanner and mailpiece labeler 
to receive the single-scan image, separate the image into discrete data groups of at least address 
indicators and notification indicator, instruct the labeler to label each of the plurality of 
mailpieces with the preselected routing indicator, and generate a sender notice when desired, the 

process controller comprising: 

ft for^rgraiufc gddrona dotomiinor roopQn. i> o to the tqcu^u l u ufttion nlrlrm o 

indioation data fe i oup of caoh of tha plmaliv , ' o f nuulpioooQ to d ultii uino ^ i^hrn Th<> 
m Lui> Oi addrogo u f a conoaponding moilpieog c o uLj po rida to on o o f o Uat of fonw d i^^ 
ugji L. . mmcxn n ud J i ut b, inatRici aic luLolcr to Ub o l d i u muil picrr w ith r h n 
ooiTGaponding forwarding addr e sj indioator. 
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a retum-to-sender determiner responsive to the sender retum address indication 
data group of each of the plurality of mailpieces to deteimine when a corresponding 
mailpiece is to be returned to sender and thereby instruct the labeler to label the mailpiece 
yriih the corresponding return address indicator, and 

a sender notification determiner responsive to the sender notification indicator 
data group of each of the plurality of mailpieces to determine when to generate a sender 
notice; and 

a mailpiece stacker positioned downstream from the mailpiece nransporter to 
receive each of the plurality of the intermixed mailpieces from the mailpiece transporter 
and to direct each of the mailpieces to one of a plurality of preselected stacking positions. 

2. (Currently Amended) A system ttxd of m u d in oloim 1: for unified mjiil routinp and sender 
^f;.r^W.A r^^lnie r^^ ^^HnHin. letters an<1 flat mml The system comprising: 

. ^.n piP^e feeder to i r ^^^>^H...lw a iilnralirv of intermixed T n^il pi^^^s. ^^ch of the 
j.,..^..., ..;.t^,vM n,.ilnieces ^^^^^f ^ T^r^^ r^ceivn- lor.rion address indicators, sender 
^..^ ,^H..« ^.Hir.rnr.. and "^r.^-^ nnrific^tion inHirators nositioned on each mailpiece; 

, ^.^Y^r. Tr..^orte r p^c^rmn.^ ^iacenT The mailpiece feeder to rrreive each of the 
^..^ur^ . ^.^piP... from th » n^^^l pi^^e feeder .nd TT^n^ort each rh^efirom ^ong a 

predetermined paih of travel: 

. ^o^ y ...nn.r ncr ^^^-- ^ from The mailpiecP feeder and adjacent The 

^.-.Y^.. t^„. pnr,.r .long th e r^th travel of the nhirality of mailp inr^ ^ to scan the separatg 
^..u,^ i„.^ t^.n .HHr^. indicr -i n — ^^^'^ ^^^^^ indicators, .nd sender notifipaBon 
•,,.;..r.^ .^.h nf The ploxalin ^ ^w,r.^,ved mailnieres to thereby cre ate a .in ^le-scan imafi g 
.HHr-.c. in^irarnrs and rn pfir.tinn indicator data for each c orres ponding mailpiece; 

. ^.^i pW. labeler pQ ciH^n.^ downstream from The mailpiere srnnner and adjacent the , 
^^. p..... t^e ^ath cf tm .^ el of T he rl^^Talirv of mailpieces to l:ibe1 each of the 
p|..rr,1it v of mailplec ^^ with a presfi^'-t^i T^nrinp indicator: 

, p...... .nT^troUer ^ ^^n^.^rion with the m^ilpiece ^eanner f^nd mailpiece labeler 

.K. c;. p1.....n ima.e --^p r"^- ^'^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^'^"^"^^ ^'^^ ^^"^'^ ^^^^ ^""-"^ ^^""^ 
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infir m - ^•"^"^''-^ ^^^^^^"^ ^"''^ '''' ^'""""^ 

wherein the system fimher comprises a reverse side imager positioned to image a sender 
remm address indicator located on a second side of each of the pluraUty of intermixed mailpieces 
and to mterpose the image into the single-scan image of address and notification indicators 
located on the opposing side of each of the plurality of intennixed mailpieces as created by the 
mailpiece scanner so as to create a single data image including receiver location address 
indicator, sender return address indicator, and sender notification indicator data. 

3. (Currenrty Amended) A system as defined in claim [[2]] L ^berHn rhr .y^tem further 
.^^P^.., . ....... dH. im^^er p^»t;.n.. to image a sender return address inr^ic.tor located Qt^ 

„ dH. nf ^.ch of the n | nrs.Hrv nf mtennixfvl mailpieces and to inTrrpose the image i"to the 

.;.,,u_c.an ^^. pp nf address '^^^ nnrifi.atinn inrlirators located on tlif- oppf>sinp side of each of 
.1,. P,..^iir y im.m,ixed ma^ i r^^"^ created bv Th^ mailpiece ^o^vy^ sr> To create a single 

|^.o. ,-..l„H,-nP receiver l ^ ^H.. .HH.... indir^tor sender remni .ddre^^s indicator, an d 

ggnder notification indic ator data: and 

wherein the reverse-side imager includes at least one mirror positioned adjacem the 
mailpiece transporter to thereby reflect mirror images of return address indicators located on the 
second side of each corresponding mailpiece to the scanner. 

4. (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim 3. wherein the process controller 
fiirther comprises a reverse image translator responsive to the reverse-side imager to re-orient the 
reflected mirror images so that the single-scan image corresponds substantially to the return 
address indicator as it appears positioned on the mailpiece. 

5. (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim 4, wherein the process controller 
further comprises an additional processing mailpiece processor responsive to the scanner to 
detect which maUpieces require additional processing and to instruct the labeler to label each 
mailpiece requiring additional processing before mail routing with a reprocessing indicator 
uniquely identifying the corresponding mailpiece for subsequent additional processing. 
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6. (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim 5, wherein the process controller 
further comprises a data receiver positioned to receive system-user-supplied data for each 
mailpiece having located thereon a unique reprocessing indicator and associate the received data 
with the unique reprocessing indicator so as to identify during a subsequem reprocessmg each 
mailpiece having a reprocessing indicator and to instruct the mailpiece labeler responsive to the 
ideutificauon of the reprocessing indicator to label the mailpieces with the system-user-suppUed 
4ata corresponding to the unique reprocessing indicator. 

7 CPreviouslyPresented) A system as defmed in claim 6, wherein the process controller 
further comprises an image storer for storing images of receiver forwarding address indicators 
and sender return address indicators. 

8. CPreviouslyPresented) A system as defmed in claim 7. wherein the mailpiece labeler 
includes a stored address image labeler responsive to the process controller to label a mailpiece 
with a stored image of a renim address indicator. 

9. CPreviouslyPresented) A system as defined in claim 8. wherein the mailpiece labeler 
fimher includes a stoi«d notice image labeler responsive to the process controller to label a 
mailpiece with a stored image of a sender notice. 

10. (Currently Amended) A system as defined in claim I, wherein the mailpiece transporter 
comprises a mailpiece conveyor driven by a [[fixed]] variable speed motor responsive to a 
mailpiece size sensor and system controUer so as to feed mailpieces at rates deteimmed by 
mailpiece size and to thereby process letter-sized mailpieces at a predetennined speed and flat 
mail-sized mailpieces at a different speed. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim 10, wherein the si^e of the mailpiece 
stackers can be adjusted in height in response to the mailpiece si^e sensor to accommodate letter- 
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siaed mailpieces so as to pennit both being processing on the 

system, 

n (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim 11. wherein the mailpiece transporter 
further compnses two venical pinch belts each movably mounted between a pluraUty of spaced- 
apart rollers driven by the conveyor motor and extendmg substantially parallel to one another 
along the predetermmed path of travel and wherein the feeder includes a vacuum assistor to 
assist in transporting individual mailpieces that comprise two or more separate pages bound 
together at their respective margins so as to define a raagaaine. 

13 (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim 1 1 . wherein the vertical pinch belts is 
are driven by the plurality of spaced-apan rollers at a speed at least 35 inches per second. 

14 (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim 1, wherein the mailpiece scanner has 
a resolution of about 250 dots per inch to scan fonts commonly used for preprinted reium 

addresses on mailpieces, 

15 (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim I. wherein the process connroUer 
further comprises an image sizer to adjust the size of a sender notice to fit completely and legtbly 
within the parameters of a mailpiece surface having a predetermined size and on which is located 
a sender address indicator along with a postage-due notice. 

16 (Prev.ou.lyPresented) A system as defined in claim I, wherein the maUpiece labeler 
includes a multiline printer positioned to selectively print either an address mdicator on a label 
on a mailpiece or a sender notice on a mailpiece by printing simultaneously at least three hnes to 
pemiit indicators and notices to be printed as a mailpiece traverses the path of travel by the 
mailpiece transporter in a single pass. 

17 (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim 1. wherem the scanner further 
comprises a cover sheet imager to scan an exposed page of a multipage mailpiece composing a 
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pluraUty of pages bound together at the page margins and to thereby create a single-scan image 
of the exposed page of the corresponding mailpiece. 

18. CCun^tly Amended) A system as defined in claim 17. wherein the process controller 
farther comprises a muWpage mailpiece sender identifier to ««teh correlate the single-scan 
image of the exposed page of a multipage mailpiece with a corresponding image in a collecuon 
of T^mn p^^e mailniece images uiid a lli ibu ii. of rapu.u d p i.L,i n f r rnnMnc^Tod 
mullipu^u milpic^ca and to thereby identify a sender address indication corresponding to the 
correlated $ingle-scan image, 

19. (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim 18, wherein the system further 
comprises a multipage mailpiece sender noiifier responsive to a match made by the multipage 
mailpiece sender identifier to thereby cause the mailpiece labeler to position a sender notification 
and sender address indicator on the exposed page of a corresponding multipage mailpiece. 

20. (Currently Amended) A system for unified handling and routing of intermixed 
mailpieces including letters and flat mail, the system comprising: 

a mailpiece feeder to individually feed a plurality of intermixed mailpieces, each of the 
plurahty of intemuxed maUpieces having separate receiver location address indicators and 
sender return address indicators positioned on each mailpiece; 

a mailpiece transporter positioned adjacent the mailpiece feeder to receive each of the 
plurality of mailpieces fiom the mailpiece feeder and transport each therefirom along a 

predeiermined path of travel; 

a mailpiece scanner positioned downstream from the mailpiece feeder and adjacem the 
mailpiece transponer along the path of travel of the plurality of maUpieces to scan the separaie 
receiver location address indicators and sender return address indicator of each of the plurahty of 
intermixed mailpieces to thereby create a single-scan image of address indicators data for each 
corresponding mailpiece; 
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a mailpiece labeler positioned downstream from the mailpiece scanner and adjacem the 
mailpiece transporter along the path of travel of the plurality mailpieces to label each of the 
pltualiiy of raailpieces with a preselected routing indicator; 

a process controller in communication with the mailpiece scanner and mailpiece labeler 
to receive the single-scan image, separate the image into discrete data groups and instruct the 
labeler to label each of the pluraUty of mailpieces with the preselected routing indicator, the 

process controller comprising; 

u f oi. m J mfe n d i li u. . d u i u mmcr r r .p mu l .u lu T hn r oLu . u x l uunrin n nrlfiro m 

uuh . u uu » gmu y uLn. n r 1. n f th n ,luiulU> u f m nilrinn.. -. l u a Li umm u ih. n t h n mr ni^ - n r 

ui u uuiuup I.nu ilrinnr. mm . h u . cnn o f n l i ni u f i L.vi n H Imc n^rl r nnr 

mditu ioi- m i a ih u. n I. i - t T hn i nho lu t o IuI l I t h n m -nl r iuoQ >U l l -lin n rlinc r nnni v.. 

ferwarding odd io :*ii indioator, ond 

a retum-to-sender determiner responsive to the sender retum address indication 
data group of each of the plurality of mailpieces to determine when a corresponding mailpiece is 
to be returned to sender and thereby instruct the labeler to label the mailpiece with the 

corresponding return address indicatoriMid 

. f.r^.rAin^ no^ f f><-"^r^tnr re^nonsiv. to a sender TiptifiraTion indicator 
^..^^■..^.^ . ^.n p^..e to sen e ^-^- in^.o. of the roTrPSPondinP location address indicatfti: > 

...r^. ;nH^..tor and r — --^'^-^ ^"^^^^"^ '^'^^'•'^^^ ^^'^P^"'^" ^"^^^"^ 

, „.^ Y.r. with ^ T-"^^"^ '^^^^ ^"^^^^ 

f,^,.,^;. , .H.^, ^...V.t.r. and s enrl^r retnm addr ess indicator so as to penerat. h mailpiece to 
... inH^..tin. the fom.rdinP add ress corr e ^^ordinp To the receiver locanoTi 

a 4dress: and 

ti,. f^nv.r/^ing notifir t^nnT, f>^nPraTnr fiirthfr mmprises an image sizer to 
^^...c ci..^ rr. fit with ^^ p^^^l^red dimen.sions of an area space so To he positioned 
rvn ft Tpail piecK having a preselected size. 

21. (Cancelled) 
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22 (Cuaently Amended) A system as defined in claim 20 [[21]], xvberein the forwarding 
notification generator further comprises an image storer to store single-scan images generated by 
the mailpiece scanner comprising the location address indicator, forwarding address mdicator, 
and return address indicator. 



23. (Cancelled) 

24. (Currently Amended) A system as defined in claim 20 [[23]]. wherdn the forwarding 
notification generator further comprises a postage due report generator for summing the number 
of mailpieces to be sem to senders indicating the forwarding address correspondmg to 
corresponding receiver location addresses and computing the total postage due thereon. 

25 (Previously Presented) A system as defmed in claim 24, wherein the process controller 
includes an optical character reader to compare the single-scan image with a preselected set of 
receiver location address indicators each having a corresponding forwarding address mdacator so 
as to determine the forwarding address indicator to appear on the system-labeled mailpiece to be 
forwarded to the address indicated by the forwarding address indicator. 

26. (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim 25, further comprising at least one 
remote site destination printer in communication with the process controller for printing indicia 

on a selected indicia carrier. 

27. (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim 26, wherein the process controller 
further comprises a reason-for-remm notification generator responsive to the remm-to-sender 
determiner to instruct the mailpiece labeler to label a mailpiece to be returned to sender with an 
iruiicator indicating the reason for the return selected from a list of different reasons for retummg 
the mailpiece to tlxe sender, 

28 (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim 27. wherein the system further 
comprises a reverse side imager to image a sender return address indicator positioned on a 
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^ Zs^c^ side of each of the plurality of intettnixed mailpieces and to interpose the image into the 
single-scan image of address and notification indicators positioned on the opposing side of ea.h 
of the pluraUty of intermixed mailpieces as created by the mailpiece seamier so as to create a 
single data block image comprises receiver location addr^s indicator, sender return address 
indicator, and sender notification indicator data. 



29, 



CPreviously Presented) A system as defined m claim 28, wherem the reverse side imager ;s 
a mirror positioned adjacent the mailpiece transporter to thereby reflect mirror images of return 
address indicators positioned on the second side of each conresponding mailpiece to the scanner. 

30 (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim 29. wherein the process controller 
further comprises a reverse image translator to re-orient the reflected mirror images so that the 
single-scan image corresponds substantially to the return address indicator as it appears 

positioned on the mailpiece. 

31. (Currently Amended) A system for urOfied mail routing and sender notification of a 
plurality of mailpieces including letters and flat mail, the system comprismg: 
a mailpiece transporter comprising: 

a mailpiece conveyor to convey each of the plurality of mailpieces along a 
predetermined path of travel, th ^ mml pi.re conveyor driven by r motor re s pond to a mailpiece 
c,',. .^..r to feed rr ^'' Y^'^''^ r.re. detrrminrd bv mailpiece ^irr .nd to Thereby process letter ^ 
^.^l piec.s at ^ p^^^pT^med sn..ri w<\ fl«t mail-sizerl m^ilpiVrPS bt a differcm speed, 

a mailpiece receiver positioned upstream from the mailpiece conveyor and 
downstream from the mailpiece feeder at the initial poim of the path of travel from the mailpiece 
feeder to receive each mailpiece for subsequent conveyance along a preselected path of travel, 
and 

a mailpiece dispenser positioned downstream at the terminal point of the path of 

travel lo dispense each mailpiece; 

imaging means positioned adjacem the mailpiece transporter and comprising receiver 
location address indicator imaging means and sender rewm address indicator imaging means for 



Page 10 of 23 

{WP283330,2J 



PAGE 11/24 ' RCVD AT 3/1412006 3:56:57 PM pstem Standanl Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/2 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:5616S96313 * DURATION (inm-ss|:D7-08 



.HAR-14-06 03:'58PM FROM-AKERMAN SENTERFITT 5616596313 T-236 P. 1 2/24 F-423 

occ Docket No. 7704-10 

U.S. Patent Appln. No. 09/736,055 

Amendment 

Reply to Office Action dated December 14, 2005 

g.„««ng singl..s«n dcCronic images of receiver locadon address «ui sender remm address 
indicators positioned on each mailpiece; 

labeling m=ar« posirtoned a4i>==»t Ihe mailpiece mnsponer do^soem. 6om said 
taging meam along rhe pr.selec«d pa* of travel for labeling each of *e plurality of 
mailpieces with a preselected routing indicator; and 

pt^cessing means in communication >vitb the imaging and labeUng means for receiving 
the single-scan images, separating each image into discrete data groups of at least add^ss 
indicators, and instructing the labeling means to label each of the pluraUty of mailpieces ..ith the 
preselected routing indicator, the processing means comprising: 

foi .md aditcnnmQ m u uu. m i^uurn v ^ t n lU u l uLUi i nn nrirlr.'-- mOi L ation d ntn c r m ir 

e^ .u o h u l a u pl u.iiliU ii r mm1pinr . o i f u i d utunninin c ^U u a d iu l uui n^rlr nc^ n f n 

eouc^po n Oi ., un.liii 1 1 n.n n f r , l U o f f u. . . ar^in c n ridres^e^^^d^^ 



retum-to-sender addressing means responsive to the address indication data group 
of each of the plurality of mailpieces to determine when a corresponding mailp;ece is to be 
returned to sender and thereby instructing the labeling means to label the mailpiece with a 
conresponding sender retum address. 

32 (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim 31. wherein the processing means 
further comprise reprocess coding means for detecting mailpieces requiring additional processmg 
and instructing the labeUng means to label said mailpieces with reprocessing indicators 
identifying the said mailpieces for subsequent additional processing. 

33 (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim 32, wherein the processing means 
further comprises supplementary data receiving means responsive to data supphed by a system 
user for receiving user-supplied data and matching the data to a unique reprocessing mdicator. 

34 (Pr^ously Presented) A system as defined in claim 33, wherein the processing means 
further comprises sender notification indicating means responsive to sender notificanou 
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indicators positioued on a mailpiece for identifying a sender notification request requestingtl^ ^ 
the corresponding sender of a mailpiece be notified when the mailpiece forwarded to an 
address different from that of the receiver location address indicator, generatmg and savmg an 
image comprising the receiver location ^ess indicator, the forward- addressing-means- 
determined forwarding address indicator, and sender return address indicator. 

35 (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim 34, further comprising sender 
notification generating means responsive to the sender notification indicating means for 
positioning the image generated by the sender notification generating means to a separate 
mailpiece for subsequem notification to the sender that the corresponditig mailpiece ts to be 
forwarded to the forwarding address indicator, 

36 (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim 35, further comprising image sizing 
means for adjusting the dimensions of the images generated by the sender notification mdtcatmg 
means so as to fit within preselected dimensions of a mailpiece having a preselected s»ze. 

37 (Currently Amended) A system u . d o Gn t d in . k im 76. A -y'^ T ^ f or unified m^il routing 

....^ ..^f;..n-.. .f « nW^n- ^.^i pien... inc1..dinr^ 1m.T. fl.t ^nail. the syst^ 

com prising: 

mail p^^e transpo rter comprising: 

, ^.^1 p.ece conv - y^r .onvev earh of the plurality of m.ilpieces along a 

predetennine4 path of travcL 

. ^pH piece TC '>^ :^^r positioned ,mstr.nm from The m^ilpipre ronveyor an4 

... ^.npi... fe .H.. rh. initial noint of the path of travel from the mailpiece 

fr^-*^^ r^r. ...h Tn.i1nie r^ f^^r .nh.equent convpvanre alon^ a p resrlPrte^ j path of^^^l 

and 

. ^i^pen^er pos^rin p^r^ dnwnstref^m flt the termin?^! point of the path of 

travel to dispense each m^ilpiecei 

;^.^r.,r ^e.n. pn.ition» ^ ^^ r^^nr the mallr^iece transpor r.r qnd mm prisins receiver 
1,,,^,, ....... ^Tnaoin^ m...s ..d s.pd er retnm .ddres. indicator i mann P means for 
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.. ... pw.,. .... ^ni. r>f r^. ^W^ \o ^.^-n .H.r^- ^^''^ «urn ^ 

jridicators posirioned on ^^^^^ mailpiece; 

... ,....l.^ed ..h of rnvel fr>r l.hehng each ofthe^pM^^ 
^^^ Yf^e^ with anr^ '^^it^ted routinp indicator; and 

n. ,nn -T- - T-^i--'- ^^^^ ^-"^^^^ --^^^ ^^""--^^^ ^-^^-^ ^"^' ^^ ^^"^ 

. ... ,.>,e1in. t...n. to l^hH of the p luralit y nf Tn.ilpieces w.th T^e 

p ^«.1.^r^ mutine ind i'-^Tnr theproce<iSinP meaps cotnprisiiig: 

f.^..H ^dres.i --r -^^ pnn.ive to fh^ loratiop ^es. iT.dir..tion d^t^ group 

... pi.,..iuv nf n..ilni.res for d^term^ninr w h^ rh. r^Hv.r «d4T^^ of a 

-r— -i' r- — ^ '^•'-^ ^^"^""^"^ ^'' ^""^ 

tn l.bel the r.nm.rr. with the li <-rrd fonv ,r( 1i pp recHver address; 

and , 

.H^r...i»^ mear- ... p...<v. rn the ndrlrrss indir.tion ^^^^ group 
,f ... p,.,„,.-r. .f rnailniere. to detenpine when ^ rorr>>spopding ^ajlpiece ,s to be 

.wHv in.tn,rrinP The l.behpg menn^ to hbe] t^ie tnailp.ece with a 

^f|rres pondinf gander return address; qgd 

Wherein the processing means further comprises postage-due reponing means for 
summitig the number of mailpieces to be sent to senders ideating the forwarding address 
corresponding to corresponding receiver location addresses and computing the total postage due 



thereon. 



38 (Previously Presented) A system as defined in clamt 37. wherein the processing means 
includes optical character reading means for optically reading characters of the singles-can »mage 
and comparing the characters with a preselected set of receiver location address indicators each 
having a corresponding forwardmg address indicator so as to determine the forwarding address 
indicator to appear on the correspondmg mailpiece to be forwarded to the address indicatmg the 
forwarding address indicator. 
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39 (Cuxrently Amended) A system as defined in claim [[38]] 32. wherein the Vroo^^^ 
means further compnses a reason-for-tetum notxficat^on means responsive to the retum-t^sender 
addressing means for instructing the maUpiece labeler to label a mailpiece to be returned to 
sender with an indicator indicating the rea^n for the xttum selected from a list of different 
reasons for returning the mailpiece to the sender. 

40 (Currently Amended) A system defined in claim [[39]] 12, wherein the system further 
comprises reverse side imaging means for imaging a sender return address indicator positioned 
on a second side of each of the plu^Hty of intemiixed mailpieces and to interpose the image into 
the single-scan image of address and notification indicators positioned on the opposing side of 
each of the plurality of intermixed mailpieces as created by the maUpiece seamier so as to create 
a single data block image comprising receiver location address indicator, sender i^tum address 
indicator, mi sender notification indicator data. 

41 (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim 40. wherein the reverse side imaging 
means includes mirroring means positioned adjacent the mailpiece transporter for reflectmg 
mirror miages of remm address indicators positioned on the second side of each correspondmg 
mailpiece to the mailpiece scaiming means, 

42 (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim 41, wherein the processing me^ns 
fimher comprises reverse image translating means for re-orienung the reflected mirror unages so 
that the single-scan images correspond substantially to the return address indicators as each 
appears positioned on the mailpiece. 

43 (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim 31. fmther comprising no-forwarding 
processing means for notifying mailpiece senders whose non-4eliverable mailpieces camiot be 
forwarded and cannot be reiumed to the senders. 

44 (PreviouslyPresented) A system as defined in claim 43, wherein the no-forwarding 
processing means fiirther comprises exposed page imaging and labeling means for imagmg the 
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exposed page of a mailpiece haying no sender return address indicator positioned thereon, 
labeling the image and storing the labeled image. 

45 (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim 44, wherein the no-forwarding 
processing means further comprises stored image companson means for comparing each labeled 
ixnagc stored w,th a set of preselected images, each preselected image having a correspondmg 
return address indicator, to thereby identify a match between the stored image and one of the 
preselected images and to instruct the mailpiece labeling means to label a separate ma.lp>ece 
with the corresponding return address indicator. 

46 (Currently Amended) A system as defined in claim [[45]] li, fimher comprising at least 
one remote site destination printer in commnnication with the process controller for pimtmg 
indicia on a selected indicia carrier. 

47 (PreviouslyPresemed) A system as defined in claim 46. fimher comprising off-Une 
processing means for aUowing a system user to enter data identifying the remm add^ss indicator 
for corresponding mailpieces for which there is no match between the mailpiece's correspondmg 
stored image and one of the preselected images. 

48-51. (Cancelled) 

52. (Currently Amended) A method for unified forwarding of mail and notifying sender, the 

method comprising the steps of: 

electromcally scanning a plurality of mailpieces and generating a corresponding single- 
scan image of receiver location address indicator and sender return address mdicators; 

searching for a match between each receiver location address indicator and a 
corresponding receiver forwarding address indicator from among a set of preselected receiver 

forwarding address indicators; 

^,....;r. . . n,.t.r Hriven jy ^^ Y^^ ^^nv.vor. . m.ilpi^e si.e .ensor .nd varying the 

rr.«ilpiec e nr.r,^.^^r in resnnnse to maitpiece size; ^ 

Page 15 of 23 

|WP283330;2( 



PAGE 16/24 * RCVD AT 3/14/2006 3:56:57 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EF)(RF-5/2 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:5616596313 ' DURATION (min-ss):07-0ll 



•MAR-14-06 03:59PM FROM-AKERMAN SENTERFin 5B16595313 T-236 P. 17/24 F-423 

Docket No. 7704-10 

U.S. Patent Appln. No. 09/736,055 
Amendment 

Reply to Office Action dated December 14, 20Ui 

labeling each ma:lpiece for Nvbich a match is found between the receiver location address 
indicator and one smd preselected receiver forwarding address indicator with a label formed by 
inteiposing the receiver forwarding address indicator onto the single-scan image. 

53 (Previously Pres«ited) A method as defined in claim 52, further comprising the step of 
saving each label having interposed thereon the receiver forwarding address mdicator along wxth 
the receiver location address indicator and sender rctuni address indicator and positxonmg the 
label on a separate mailpiece for routing to the sender return address. 

54. (Currently Amended) A method of routing mail to be returned to sender and notifying 
sender of the reason for return, the method comprising the steps of: 

scanning each of a plurality of mailpieces having receiver address location indicators and 
sender return address location indicators positioned thereon to generate a single-scan image of 
the address indicators data; 

separating the receiver location address indicator data; 

electronically comparing the address indicator characters with a preselected list to 
determine a match from a preselected set of return indicators, each return indicator having an 
indicator of the reason the corresponding mailpiece was not deliverable; 

i^noe. .,7.ed xo «T "-^->-^" r-''-lecte<i dimmsions of an ar.a space so as to be 
P^crinTi^rt nn a mailp^'^^e having a preselected size; and 

generating a corresponding a label positioned on a mailpiece and comprising the receiver 
location address indicator, the sender return address indicator, and corresponding indicator of the 
reason the raailpiece was not deliverable. 

55 (Previously Presented) A method as defined in claim 54, fimber comprising the step of 
off-line processing of mailpieces for which not match is made, the processing including entering 
^ indicator for failure to deliver the mail and saving the address indicators and the failure 
indicator for subsequent electronic processing of mailpieces to be returned to sender. 
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5S.(C„^.n,.yAm«>aed) A .y^em f n ,1 i.nil rnntinr -n,^ .^(Irr "o-if.c.».n of 

intermixed mailpieces, comprising: 

a raailpiece feeder adapter to feed a plurality of mailpieces; 

a yanabk^ mmlpiece traosporter adapted to receive the pluraUty of mailpieces. ^ 
^.^Y-r. rr^n^port f- '^-.,.r. hv . motor responsive to a mailpie-c. size sensor; 

a mailpiece scanner adapted to scan a sender return address indicator if located on any of 

the plurality of mailpieces; 

, imager nos^ T^-»^ i^..e . sen^r>r mnm .r]rirrs. indicator located o n^ 

.^^T^A ^\de of eac> thf^ plurality nf intermixed majlpiece s; 

a process controller adapted to be in conununication with at least the mailpiece scanner to 
receive an image of the sender return address indicator, the process controller including a retum- 
to-sender determiner to determine if the image indicates that the mailpiece should be returned to 

sender; and 

a destination printer responsive to the process controller to print destination mdica on a 

selected indicia carrier. 

57. (Currently Amended) A system for nnified mail roarinr ^^-'^^ notification of 
intemiixed mailpieces. comprising: 

a mailpiece transporter to transpon a plurality of mailpieces; 

a mailpiece scanner adapted to scan a sender return address indicator located on any of 
one of the plurality of mailpieces; 

. i^..er r-^ i--^ ^" ^--^^ ^ ^^"^^ ^^^'"''^^"^ ^"""^'^ 

cprr^nd ride of ^arh nf the plur ^^liTy of intertniyed mailpjeces; 

a process controller adapted to receive an image of the sender return address indicator. 

the process controller including: 

a retum-to-sender determiner to determine if the image indicates a mailpiece 

should be returned to sender, and 

a reason-for-retum noiifxcation generator responsive to the retum-to-sender 
determiner to instruct indication for a retum-to-sender from a list of different reasons for 
returning the mailpiece to the sender. 
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58. (Currently Amended) A method f.r i.nifird mail routing aari ^end.r .otification of 
inTPrmixed roailpieces, comprising the steps of : 

ima pine a retiim-to-send er indicator; 

ct^n-np; an image r^frhe. remm-T n-«^ender indicator, and 

using a stored image of a retum-to^ender indicator to create a modified remm-to-sender 
indicator. 

59. (Previously Presented) A method as defined in Claim 58. further comprising comparing 
the modified letura-to-sender indicator to the stored image. 

60 (PreviouslyPresenied) A method as defined in Claim 58, wherem creation of the modified 
remm-to-sender indicator occurs responsive to either coding or manuaUy keying modifications. 

61. (Currently Amended) A method fpr iinif^^<1 n^ail routinr '^Tid sender notification 
i^tf^rr yiiYed ffiailpieces. comprising the s^epg of: 

scanning each of a plurality of maUpieces to locate a retnm-to^sender indicator positioned 

thereon; and gen e ra t e 

comparing the image of the remm-to-sender indicator with customer address change data; 

and 

creating a modified retum-to-sender indicator including the customer address change 

dates. 
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